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My Approach 

¸Historic Setting

¸Hartley Colliery

¸The Accident

¸The Recovery 

¸The Funeral

¸The Inquiry

¸Change to Legislation

¸150 Years Later
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History of Coal Mining 
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Actual Workings From Single Shaft 
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Typical Bord and Pillar
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Hartley Mine Shafts
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Hester Pit, Hartley Colliery 

Shaft Details.

¸ Sinking Commenced January 1st 1845

¸ Low Main Seam Reached May 29th 1846 

¸ Sinking Rate 8.35 Ft per week

Seam Depth  In 

Fathoms

Depth in 

Feet

Depth in 

Metres

Thickness

High Main 37 223 68 4ft 6in

Yard 69 418 127 3ft 0in

Low Main 97 583 178 3ft 4in 

Sump 100 601 183
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Plan View of Shaft and Staple
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1852 Inrush

¸ In the period following the Shaft sinking working 

was difficult with water proving a major problem

¸ 14th February 1852 an immense feeder of water 

inundated the mine. 

¸ Similar to the recent incident in Wales the mine 

had intersected some old waterlogged workings.

¸ The existing pumping system was overcome. 

¸Men and horses were managed to be rescued.

¸ A very close shave .
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The New Pumping System 
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Pump Mechanism
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16th January 1862

The Broken Beam
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Pictorial View of Hester Shaft
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The Cage
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