


Weekly Learning Objectives 

● Retell a story in sequence

● Answer comprehension questions using full sentences

● Identify key vocabulary 

● Write a simple recount based on a story

Monday 

Listening, understanding of story, setting and characters 

● Read the first half of the story aloud 

Whole Class - Key questions – where are Lauren and Lucas going? What do we already 

know about mines?

Whole class - Vocabulary – introduce mine, minerals, adventure, extract. dissolve, 

refined, purified. Copper, gold, jewellery 

Group Activity – children to act out getting ready to go on a day trip. What would they 

normally take on a trip vs that Lauren and Lucas needed.

Prediction writing task – What do you think they will find in the mine? – discussion as a 

class, then children to write a sentence or 2 predicting what will happen next? 

Outcome/Evidence – prediction sentence

Tuesday

Story recall and understanding details

● Read the full story 

Whole class - Comprehension - Using Q and A page answer questions orally or in small 

groups for some children

Group activity – create a story map of key events of the story in the correct order – 

beginning, middle, end.

Partner activity – using story map if needed, children to retell the story to a partner – 

recording opportunity 

Outcome/Evidence - story map, recording of retelling of story



Wednesday
Vocabulary and full sentence writing 

Vocabulary – recap vocabulary 

Whole class - Grammar – choosing key words look at adjectives for these words eg. Gold – shiny, sparkling, 

glistening 

Writing task – children to write a descriptive sentence with an adjective in about a mined mineral.

Outcome/Evidence – descriptive sentence/s

Thursday 

● Writing a recount 

Recap – looking at the story maps created earlier in the week – add in Time words First, Then, next, Finally – 

model retelling the story using First……..

Paired work – tell your partner a sentence for Next, Then and finally – share ideas with the class

Writing activity – Using the pictures cues story map, write a recount of the story. – technical aspects of SPAG 

to be reminded about.

Outcome/Evidence – recount of the Lauren and Lucan visit the mine story

Further ideas for future weeks to extend the unit

● Creating own adventure story based on this adventure story

● Non fiction unit on minerals – copper, gold and iron ore

● Writing a letter from Lauren or Lucas

● Vocabulary focus – vocabulary treasure hunt, matching words and pictures

● Guest speaker to interview 

Further curriculum links

● Science – rocks, minerals, materials- minerals page in booklet

● Geography  - match the mineral page in booklet

● Art – rock painting, mine models, jewellery deign

● Maths – counting, measuring, sorting by size, weight, 2D and 3D shapes, 

● PSED – character emotions, character use of teamwork, 

● History – technological advances, time lining, artefact exploration

● ICT – digital drawing, voice recording



National Curriculum Science Links 

● Materials and their properties

Pupils should be taught to 

● Distinguish between an object and the material from which it is made

● Identify and name a variety of everyday materials, including wood, plastic, glass, 

metal, water and rock

● Describe the simple properties of a variety of everyday materials 

● Compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of their 

simple physical properties 

Sub concepts covered this lesson

● Identifying materials 

● Describing properties 

● Grouping materials 

● Linking materials to uses

Vocabulary

Materials, properties, quartz, bauxite, graphite, gypsum, hard, soft, shiny, flexible, 

bendable
Skills 

Observation and description

Classification based on properties

Inquiry and investigation – testing of materials 

Lesson Objective - Rocks and minerals 

By the end of the lesson students will be able to

● Identify materials like quartz, bauxite, graphite and gypsum

● Understand that these minerals are used in everyday life

● Sort and classify materials based on their properties 

● Develop curiosity about natural resources and how they impact daily life



Resources needed 

Pictures or real samples of quartz, bauxite, graphite and gypsum

Variety of common items – pencils. Glass. Aluminium cans etc

Whiteboard and pens

Sorting sheets – large paper with columns to sort materials by their properties
Lesson 

Introduction Group activity – sorting materials – 15 mins

● Provide children with a variety of items eg glass, cans, pencils

● In groups sort the materials into categories – hard, smooth, bendable, shiny

● Share findings with class

Introduction – whole class – 10 minutes 

● Introduce the 4 minerals – look at images or actual minerals 

● What could they be used for?

● Look at their uses – page 4 of booklet 

Whole class discussion – uses of minerals – 10 mins

● Look at images of items made from the minerals discussed in introduction – 

eg a smart phone for quartz, pencil for graphite

Group activity – 15 mins

● Sorting and matching activity or minerals to uses

● Quartz – glass and electronics, bauxite – aluminium, graphite – pencils, 

gypsum – plaster

Feed back to the class – then

Re-sort the materials from the introduction task from hard, smooth, bendable 

and shiny into what mineral has been used to make them



This could easily be made into a unit
• What are minerals 
• Exploring quartz and bauxite 
• Exploring graphite and gypsum
• Uses of minerals in daily life
• Testing of properties e.g. hardness, flexibility, smoothness
• Role of materials in the building trade
• Sorting and classifying minerals 
• Mining and extraction

With kindest regards to

 Mrs Emerald Coy

 for the time in creating these lesson plans
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